Kinsmen Virtual Music Festival 2021
Adjudicators
Voice Adjudicator: Canadian soprano Cara Gilbertson-Boese brings passion to her work as a
soloist, educator, and director. Known for her “nightingale-like voice” she strives to delve into
the historical context of the music she performs, looking at each song or musical work for clues
that the composer may have left behind. She particularly excels in her work as a vocal educator,
maintaining a vibrant private studio and traveling throughout the country as an adjudicator and
masterclass/workshop facilitator. This is Cara’s second time with the Kinsmen Music Festival.

Piano Adjudicator: Collaborative pianist Nadia Boucher holds a Master of Music Degree from
the Cleveland Institute of Music, a Bachelor of Music Degree from the University of Ottawa and
an A.R.C.T. Performer's Diploma from the Royal Conservatory of Music (Canada). Nadia has had
the opportunity of studying with many great pianists including celebrated Canadian pianist Jean
Desmarais, director of the Piano Wellness Seminar Sheila Paige, and American pedagogue and
collaborative pianist Anita Pontremoli. Nadia is at home in a broad range of musical styles and
performs regularly with vocalists and instrumentalists alike. She is a member of the Passport
Duo with cellist Samuel Bisson and has performed with renowned Canadian mezzo-soprano and
host of CBC Radio 2's Tempo, Julie Nesrallah and with up and coming Canadian tenor,
Christopher Dallo. Nadia has performed at festivals throughout Canada and the United States
including the Banff Summer Arts Festival, Scotia Festival of Music, the Toronto Summer Music
Festival and the Piano Wellness Seminar. She has also been a guest of the Toronto Arts and
Letters Club, the Midday Music with Shigeru concert series in Barrie, ON, and numerous
embassies in the Ottawa area. Nadia has been the recipient of many awards both as a soloist
and collaborative pianist.
Instrumental Adjudicator: Pierre Vaillancourt a specialist in both vocal and instrumental music
retired after thirty-three years of teaching at the elementary and secondary levels. His music
programs produced national winning bands and choirs. He was the founding director of the SD
& G Board of Education, Youth Concert Band Workshop 1978 – 1998. He presently pursues his
performance career on saxophone, keyboard and vocals as a soloist and musical director. He is
also guest conductor/adjudicator/clinician in various educational settings, music camps,
workshops /master classes…

